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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 01386 011449Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 DHA-02 
MCT-01 SY-05 /075W 

012132 092183/73 

R 011330Z MAR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 872 

INFO AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 

PANCANAL 

USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 1386 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: ARREST OF THREE ALLEGED SALVADORAN TERRORISTS 

1 . THREE SALVADORANS, MNUEL OSMUNDO MARTINEZ CEPEDA, 

ROBERTO MARTINEZ CEPEDA AND MARIA RAFAEL FIGUEROA WERE 
ARRESTED IN PANAMA LAST WEEK AS SUSPECTS IN THE 
KIDNAPPING AND KILLING OF SALVADORAN INDUSTRIALIST ROBERTO 
POMA. 

2. LOCAL PRESS OF FEBRUARY 28 REPORTS THAT THE THREE 
REMAIN UNDER DETENTION BY PANAMANIAN AUTHORITIES EVEN 
THOUGH THEY ARE NO LONGER SUSPECTS IN THE POMA 

CASE, AND THE SALVADORAN EMBASSY IN PANAMA HAS SOUGHT THEIR 
EXTRADITION FOR OTHER ALLEGED TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN 
EL SALVADOR. THE MARTINEZ BROTHERS AND MARIA FIGUEROA 
HAVE IN TURN REQUESTED ASYLUM FROM THE GOP. BUT THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS NOT ACTED ON THE SALVADORAN PETITION FOR 
EXTRADITION OR THE ASYLUM REQUEST. 

3. TABLOID "CRITICA" OF FEBRUARY 28, ALSO CARRIED LETTER 
FROM SALVADORAN AMBASSADOR IN PANAMA CORRECTING A 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 01386 011449Z 

EARLIER PRESS REPORT. AMBASSADOR CONTRERAS CHAVEZ STATES 
THAT HIS EMBASSY HAS NEVER AFFIRMED NON-INVOLVEMENT OF 
THREE SUSPECTS IN POMA KIDNAPPING CASE. 

JORDEN 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 
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Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PANAMA01386 
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Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 
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Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 
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Format: TEL 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 05/aaaadowc. tel 

Line Count: 59 
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Litigation Codes: 
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Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
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